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SOUTH CHANNEL (natural feature), Grand Haven.

SPENCER’S FARM HOUSE, north bank of river.

(16.26 miles from Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven)
This landing is on the landings and river landmarks list published
by Walker’s Motor Boat Supply Shop (n.d., est. circa 1900).

SPINNER’S LANDING, Polkton township (T7N R14W Sec 8).

Landing on north bank of river at foot of 84th Ave near
Spinner’s farm. This landing was listed on a "May Graham" steamboat
ticket as being between Bass River and Eastmanville.

SPOONVILLE (= BECKERVILLE = SPOON & THOMPSON'’S).

Crockery township (T8N R15W Sec 34).

(10.46 miles east of Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven.)

John Spoon built a sawmill in 1856 on the west bank of
Crockery Creek north side of Grand River. This landing is on the
landings and river landmarks list published by Walker’s Motor Boat
Supply Shop (n.d., est. circa 1900).
See also Chicago & Michigan Lakeshor/Chicago & West Michigan RR
bridge. This railroad bridge crossed the Grand River at Spoonville.

SPOONVILLE FERRY & RESORT, Robinson township (T8N R15W Sec 34).
This ferry and resort site is identified on a 1930 plat map.

SPRING LAKE VILLAGE (original name = MILL POINT.)

The original 1849 plat for Spring Lake was called Mill Point.
The name was changed to Spring Lake in 1867. Saw mills dominated
Spring Lake until 1890 when the last organized log drive reached
the big boom in Grand River above Spring Lake and Grand Haven. See
Lillie (1931, pp. 342-343) for locations of sawmills and Kitchel
(1969) for a history of the village.

SPRING LAKE BLAST FURNACE, FRUITPORT, Muskegon county.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps sets (1883, 1892, 1899, and 1906
contain maps of the Spring Lake Iron Company blast furnace at
Fruitport. Thousands of tons of processed iron ore were dumped into
Spring Lake.

SPRING LAKE, MOUTH OF (see separate entry for Spring Lake)

SPRING LAKE (natural feature, original name = Big Bayou)

Spring Lake was originally called the BIG BAYOU. Norris creek
and a few other small streams as well as some springs empty into
Spring Lake. Numerous bayous--Petty’s Bayou (original name =
Hammond’s Bayou), Stahl’s Bay, Cornelius Bayou, Dunlevy Bay, and
Smith Bayou identify some of the natural features of Spring Lake.
Points such as Bell Point, Hartman’s Point and Prospect Point
identify additional features of Spring Lake.

The steamboat "Nellie" made stops at the following landings on
Spring Lake in 1892: Spring Lake, Ferrysburg, Stewart’s Point,
Beech Wood, the Willows, Lazy Loch, Fernwood, Sunny Side, Furnace
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and Fruitport (the last two are in Muskegon County). Numerous
Spring Lake docks are identified on the U. S. Corps of Engineers
1907 navigation map including the Villa Park Dock, Arbutus Bank
Dock, the Pomona Pavilion and Dock at Fruitport, the Iron Company
Dock and the Pines Dock (Corps of Engineers, 1907). Many of the
resorts and hotels as well as the sawmills that occupied the ban@s
of Mill Point (now the village of Spring Lake) are chronicled 1n
Kitchel (1969).

SPRING LAKE-FERRYSBURG HIGHWAY BRIDGE ACROSS MOUTH OF SPRING LAﬁE
i A "jackknife" 1lift bridge replaced the old swing bridge 1in
1921. The M-104 fixed span bridge replaced the old "jacknife!
bridge in 1965.

D & M/D, GH & M/GT RR BRIDGE ACROSS MOUTH OF SPRING LAKE

STEARNS BAYOU (natural feature on south side of river)

Robinson township (T7N R16W Sec 1)

(T8N R15W Secs 31 & 32 and T7N R15W Secs 6, 5 & 8)

The mouth of Stearns Bayou empties into south side of Grand
River. The logging railroad built for Thomas Gilbert and later
owned by the Ferry Brothers carried logs from Robinson center to a
rollway on the bank of Stearns Bayou (Bajema, 1991). The boom
company dug a channel from Grand River south into Stearns Channel
in 1883 to cope with the 1883 log jam (Kuiper, 1983).

A float swing bridge was built accoss the narrow channel of
Stearns Bayou near the end of the Civil War. Charles E. Stearns
filled in most of the bridge with logs and sand in 1889. A new
bridge was built in 1905 which was replaced by the current bridge
in 1966. The Stearns Bayou bridge is the first hop-dipped
galvanized bridge in the U. S. A. Individuals wishing more
information about Stearns Bayou should consult the forthcoming
Robinson township history which is scheduled to be published 1n
late 1998. See also Log Jam Channel.

STODDARD’S LANDING, Tallmadge township (T7N R13W, Sec 20). )

Stoddard’s Landing was on the north side of the river opposite
the mouth of Ottawa Creek below what is now M-45 bridge. Stoddard
planted the first fruit trees in Ottawa county.

STODDARD’S BEND (natural feature) Tallmadge township.
(23.07 miles east of Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven)
This bend in the river is downstream from Stoddard’s Landlng.
This river landmark is on the landings and river landmarks }1st
published by Walker’s Motor Boat Supply Shop (n.d., est. circa
1900) .

STUART, Original name (1835) of what is now Grand Haven.
SWEETLANDS, south side of river, Robinson township.

Sweetlands was listed as a landing between Bruce’s Bayou on
the west and North Robinson on the east on a "May Graham" steamboat
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ticket.

TOLL BRIDGE/INTERURBAN & HIGHWAY FREE BRIDGE.
See Interurban & Highway Free Bridge/Spring Lake-Grand Haven.

TRADERS CREEK (natural feature).
Traders Creek empties into south side of Grand River.
(20.18 miles east of Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven)
Allendale township (T7N R14W Sec 13).
Pierre Constant established a fur trading post at the mouth of
Traders Creek-in 1810 and purchased furs that he delivered to the
British Fur Company post at Mackinac Island.
[This site is on private property currently owned by Jay Knoper]
[The county should consider negotiating a purchase of this site and
establishing a small park with an appropriate historical marker.]

US-31 BASCULE DRAWBRIDGE, Grand Haven-Ferrysburg.
UPPER ZION. See bttawa Center.

VELSEY’S MARSH, Crockery township (T8N R15W Sec 28). .
Velsey owned land on north side of river between Beckerville

(now Spoonville) & the mouth of Bruce’s Bayou. Velsey’s Marsh was

listed as a landing in the 1853 steamboat "Michigan" timetable.

WALKER’S MOTOR BOAT SUPPLY SHOP DOCK
(0.25 miles east of Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven) .

WASHINGTON STREET SLIP/DOCK, Grand Haven (00.00 miles)

WEATHERWAX LANDING (1850’s-1860's)

Georgetown township (T6N R13W Sec 12).

Weatherwax Landing is on the south side of river

(now part of a golf course) )
The landing was the terminus of Weatherwax’s logging railroad which
the Ferry Brothers leased and operated during the Civil War.

WEATTURWAN LANDING/WATSON’S [= Weatherwax Landing??]

(30.99 miles east of Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven)
This landing is on the landings and river landmarks list published
by Walker’s Motor Boat Supply Shop (n.d., est. circa 1900). No
further information has been located.

WELL’S FARM
(17.52 miles east of Washington Street Slip, Grand Haven)
Well’s Farm was on the north bank of river between
Eastmanville Ferry and the Ottawa County House. This landing 1S oOn
the landings and river landmarks list published by Walker’s Motor
Boat Supply Shop (n.d., est. circa 1900).
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WHITE’S MILL, Spring Lake township (T8N R16W Sec 22). '

White’s Mill landing was on the north side of the Grand River
in what is now the village of Spring Lake. This landing was listed
in the 1853 timetable of the steamboat "Michigan."

WHITE’S STORE DOCK. See Bass River.

WILLARD LOGGING RAILROAD, Spring Lake township (T8N R16W Sec 16).
A shay locomotive hauled logs over this railroad from the

vicinity of Little Black Lake to the north bank of Grand River at

Ferrysburg. (1882-1885).

ZION (See Ottawa Center).
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of the Grand River corridor in Ottawa County. (11 February 1998)

Adams, Carl L. (1958) River Landings and the People Who Made Them.
Mayhew Press, Grand Rapids MI. 28 pp.

Anonymous (1882) History of Ottawa and Muskegon Counties, with
Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Some of Its Prominent
Men and Pioneers. H. R. Page & Co., Chicago IL.

Anonymous (n. d. circa 1970) Bass River Community: 1865-1936. 121
pp. [This book contains histories and numerous photos of the
families that lived at Bass River as well as information more
recent than 1936]). Xerox copy at Historical Collections,
Archives, Grand Valley State University.

Bajema, Carl J. (1991) The First Logging Railroads in the Great
Lakes Region. Forest & Conservation History 35 (April): 76-83.

Bajema, Carl J. (1997) Floating Lumber Yards: Fleets of Lumber
Rafts Floated Down Grand River Before the Civil War. Michigan
History 81 (No. 3, May/June 1997): 33-35.

Bajema, Carl J. (1998) The "Governor Mason:" Michigan’s Grand River
and Lake Michigan Steamboat (1837-1840). Inland Seas (in press).

Bajema, Carl J. and Brashler, Janet G. (1998) Blendon Landing: A
Middle Nineteéenth Century Sawmill, Logging Railroad and Shipyard
Village on Grand River in Ottawa County, Michigan. Michigan
Archaeologist (in press). :

Bajema, Carl J. (1998) Life at Bridge Street Ferry, Landing,
Sawmill and Bridge on the Grand River, Ottawa County. MSS.

Belden, H. (1876) Illustrated Historical Atlas of the Countieg.of
ottawa and Kent, Michigan. Belden, Chicago, 2 vol. in 1, xli1 +

92 pp.
Boer, Helen E. (1983) Highland Park Yesterday and Today. 33 pp.

Budzynsky, James and Lillian (1996) Chronicles of Coopersville.
James & Lillian Budzynsky, Coopersville MI, 140 pp.



HISTORIC SITES--GRAND RIVER, OTTAWA COUNTY--BIBLIOGRAFPHY 2

Chrysler, Don (1975) The Story of the Grand River: A Bicentennial
History. Grace Publications, Grand Rapids MI, 51 + [5] pp-

Cleland, Charles E. (1992) Rites of Conquest: The Histqry.and
Culture of Michigan’s Native Americans. University of Michigan
Press, Ann Arbor MI, 333 pp.

Clifton, James A. Cornell, George R., and McClurken, James M.
(1986) People of the Three Fires: The Ottawa, Potawatomi and
Ojibway of Michigan. Grand Rapids Intertribal Council, Grand
Rapids MI, "118 pp.

Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army (1881) An Examination and Survey of
Grand River Below Grand Rapids, Mich. 46th Congress, 3d Sess%on.
Senate Ex. Doc No. 50. U. S. Government Printing Office,
Washington DC. 7 pp. + map.

Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army (1892) Survey of the Grand River
Below Grand Rapids with a View of Determining the Existence or
Nonexistence of Underlying Rock, the Hydraulics of the River,
and the Detailed Topography of the Valley Subject to Overflow.
52d Congress, 1st Session. House of Representatives Ex. Doc No.
197. U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington DC, 28 pp.

Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army (1907) Harbor at Grand Haven
Including Spring Lake and Lover Grand River. Scale 1:15,000 Map
prepared under the direction of Major Charles Keller.

Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army (1978) Preliminary Feasibility
Report on Shallow-Draft Navigation. U. S. Army Engineer District
Detroit Corps of Engineers, Detroit MI, 87 pp + 5 plates + 6
appendices.

Crockery History Group (1994) The Crockery Collection: A History of
Crockery Township: A History of Crockery Township. Corckery
History Group, Spring Lake Community Education, Spring Lake MI,
105 pp.

Enright, David (1881) Letter to Major F. Harwood, Corps of
Engineers, U. S. A. concerning the recent Survey and Examination
of that portion of the Grand River lying between Grand Rapilds
and Grand Haven, Mich. (Feb. 7, 1881 letter, 9 pp, Bentley
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor)

Everett, Franklin (1878) Memorials of the Grand River Valley.
Chicago Legal News Company, Chicago IL, xviii + 545 pp (1984
reprint edition by the Grand Rapids Historical Society).

Flader, Susan L., ed. (1983) The Great Lakes Forests: An
Environmental and Social History. University of Minnesota Press,
Minneapolis MN, 336 pp.



HISTORIC SITES--GRAND RIVER, OTTAWA COUNTY--BIBLIOGRAPHY 3

Grand River Basin Coordinating Committee (1974) Grand River B§sin
Comprehensive Water Resources Study: Main Report and Appendices
A through Q. U. S. Army Engineer District, Detroit MI.

Grand River Basin Coordinating Committee (1974) Grand River Basin

Michigan Comprehensive Water Resources Study: Dréft
Environmental Statement. U. S. Army Engineer District, Detroit.
53 pp.

Gross, I. M. (1864) Map of the Counties of Ottawa & Muskegqn and
Part of Allegan, Michigan. Geil, Philadelphia. (1986 reprint by
the Muskegon Genealogical Society, 135 pp.)

Hanks, David & Hanks, Marilyn (1969) The 0ld Road to the Lake [A
Pictorial History of Leonard Street in Kent and Ottawa
Counties]. Privately printed, Grand Rapids MI, [46 pp].

Hilton, George W. (1962) The Great Lakes Car Ferries. Howelll-
North, Berkeley CA, 282 pp.

Hotchkiss, George W. (1898) History of of the Lumber and Forest
Industry of the Northwest. George W. Hotchkiss & Co., Chicago
IL, 754 pp.

Junior Historical Society, Eastmanville Elementary School (n: d.,
est 1951) The Voices of the River: A History of Eastmanville.
Privately printed, 31 pp.

Kennoyer, Leslie, A. (1942) Forest Associations of Ottawa County,
Michigan, at the time of the Original Survey. Papers of the
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters 28: 47-50.

Kitchel, Mary S. (1969) Spring Lake Community Centennial 1869-1969.
Pippel-Patterson, Grand Haven MI, 185 pp.

Kuiper, Ronald E. (1983) Crisis on the Grand: The Log Jam of 1883.
River Road Publications, Spring Lake MI, 27 pp.

Lamont Centennial Committee (n. d., est. 1935) Our Hundred Years:
1835-1935. Mimmeograph edition by E. Wezeman, Hudsonville Mich.
[upaged].

Lamont Civic Association (1960) Lamont on the Grand: 1835-1960.
Lamont, MI (35 pp]

Lillie, Leo C. (1931, 1980 reprint) Historic Grand Haven and Ottawa
County. Tri-Cities Historical Society, Grand Haven MI, 394 pp.
+ 20 pp. index.



HISTORIC SITES--GRAND RIVER, OTTAWA COUNTY--BIBLIOGRAPHY 4

Linebaugh, Donald W. (1982) Grand River Landings, Ottawa County,
Michigan. Master’s Thesis, Department of Anthropology, College
of William & Mary in Virginia, 127 pp. (copy at Loutit Public
Library, Grand Haven).

Linebaugh, D. Walter (1985) Archaeological Investigations at the
Grand Haven Railroad Yard, 1984. Community Education Archaeology
Series Number 1, 22 pp. (copy at Loutit Public Library, Grand
Haven) .

Linebaugh, D. Walter (1985) Archaeological Investigations at the
0ld Lighthouse Site, 1984. Community Education Archaeology
Series, Number 2, 17 pp. (copy at Loutit Public Library, Grand
Haven) .

Lydens, 2. Z., editor (1966) Story of Grand Rapids. Kregel, Grand
Rapids MI, 682 pp.

McGee, John W. (1973) Bend in the River: The Story of Grandvi}le
and Jenison, Michigan, 1832-1972. W. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids
MI, 348 pp.

Ogle, George A. (1897) Standard Atlas of Ottawa County, Michigan.
Ogle, Chicago IL.

Ogle, George A. (1912) Standard Atlas of Ottawa County, Michigan.
Ogle,
Chicago Il.

Ponshair, James (n.d., 1997) History Along the Grand: Reprot of the
Grand River Greenway Natural and Cultural Features Committee. 9

pp + maps.

Potts, H. (1892) Historical and Business Compendium of Ottawa
County. Potts & Conger, Grand Haven.

Rowe, B., Anderson, B., O’Dwyer, P. & von Albade, P. (1983) Tpe
History of Grand Haven State Park: 1921-1983. 46 pp. (copy 1n
Grand Haven State Park file folder, Local History Room, Loutit
Public Library, Grand Haven).

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Grand Haven [including Ferrysburg,
Spring Lake, Highland Park, Nortonville and the Spring Lake
Blast Furnace at Fruitport] (Seven sets: 1883, 1892, 1899, 1906,
1912, 1920 & 1931) Microfilm of original copies in Geography and
Map Division, Library of Congress, Washington DC. (microfilm
Michigan reel 20, Grand Haven, 4021). [A microfilm copy of the
Grand Haven maps can be found in the Michigan and Local History
collection, Michigan Room, Grand Rapids Public Library].



HISTORIC SITES--GRAND RIVER, OTTAWA COUNTY--BIBLIOGRAPHY 5

Seibold, David H. (1990) Coast Guard City, U. 8. A., A History of
the Port of Grand Haven. Historical Society of Michigan, Ann
Arbor MI, 340 pp.

United States Census (1860) Manuscript for Schedule Five: Products
of Industry, State of Michigan. U. S. Census Bureau, Washington,
D. C. - )

Walker’s Motor Boat Supply Shop (n.d., circa 1900) Distances Along
Grand River. Privately printed mileage card. (card in Grand
River file folder No. 2, Archives, Tri-Cities Historical Museum,
Grand Haven MI).

Water Resources Commission (1968) Water Resource Conditions and
Uses in the Lower Grand River Basin. Department of Natural
Resources, State of Michigan, Lansing MI, 133 pp.

Woodward, Sadie (1967) Grand River Road: The Story of an Ancient
Way and Those Who Traveled It, From Primitive Times Until Now.
Craft Printers, Lansing MI, 40 pp. (1lst printing by Plane Tree
Press, Lansing) (copy at Loutit Library, Grand Haven).



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Site # 11, GVSU, North of M-45



Archaeological Site Distribution in the Ottawa County Grand River Greenway Corridor - 1

Archaeological Sites in
the Ottawa County Grand River Greenway Corridor
by
Janet G. Brashler, Ph.D.

Anthropology and Sociology
_ Grand Valley State University

Introduction

This document summarizes current knowledge about archaeological sites identified
within one mile of the Grand River in Ottawa County. For purposes of the report, an
archaeological site is defined as any locus of human activity lacking above ground
architectural remains that hag been formally recorded with the Office of the State
Archaeologist in Michigan History Bureau, Michigan Department of State. Specific site
locations are not included in this planning document. Locations of sites are protected
because archaeological sites are fragile and the target of collectors and site vandalism. Site
locations are available for specific project planning through Office of the State
Archaeologist in Lansing.

The emphasis of this document is primarily on prehistoric archaeological sites,
though a search of the state archaeological files did reveal that several historic sites have
been recorded. Research was conducted using a set of records housed at the Grand Valley
State University Anthropology Laboratory that essentially duplicates records in the Office
of the State Archaeologist. Copies of sites forms recorded since the last official update
provided by the State Archaeologist’s Office were graciously provided by Assistant State
Archaeologist Barbara Mead.

Sites locations were identified on United States Geological Survey maps on file in
the GVSU anthropology lab. Pertinent data were recorded for each site including state site
number, site name, township, township/range, section, time period, number of different

components (time periods) represented, whether the site has been surveyed (ground
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truthed), whether the site was excavated, whether the site included burials, and relevant
references. These fields were entered into an Excel data base so that information could be

more easily manipulated.

Results

Surveys. Within the one mile corridor on either side of the Grand River, only three
major archaeological surveys have been conducted. Two surveys were completed in the
1970s by Dr. Richard E. Flanders and students from Grand Valley State University. These
surveys were somewhat systematic, involving pedestrian walkover and informant
interviews for several stretches of the Grand in Tallmadge, Allendale and Crockery
Townships (Kingsley and Flanders 1975, Flanders et. al. 1979; Brashler and Mead 1996).
Of these townships, probably less than 10 percent of the area within one mile of the Grand
was thoroughly examined. It is therefore likely that a much larger number of sites actually
occur within the corridor than are presently known. For example, an intensive systematic
survey in 1992 of approximately 2400 acres of the Crockery Creek watershed, a major
tributary to the Grand in Ottawa County, resulted in recording approximately 70 new sites.
Virtually no formal survey has been conducted within Spring Lake, Grand Haven
Robinson and Georgetown Townships with the exception of several small and one large
cultural resource management (CRM) survey (see Brashler and Mead 1996). The CRM
survey of the US 31 Bridge Replacement Rights of Way, is a major survey but is not yet
complete. A larger number of potentially significant archaeological sites have been
identified in the alternative corridors as they intersect with the river (Hambacher, personal
communication 1997). Sites recorded during these surveys are not included in this
document since they have not yet been registered with the State Archaeologist’s office.
Furthermore, it is likely that hundreds of sites once existed in the Spring Lake and Grand

Haven areas that will never be documented since they have been destroyed by industrial,
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commercial and residential development in these areas. Thus, it is likely that there are
hundreds of yet undiscovered archaeological sites along the Grand in Ottawa county, as

well as hundreds of sites that are forever lost.

Sites. A total of 60 archaeological sites were found to be located with one mile of the
Grand River shoreline in Ottawa County. Of these sites, 80% (n=48) have actually been
located on the ground and 23% (n=14) have been test excavated. Three sites, 200T68 and
200T1 and 200T4 were the object of several seasons of major excavation by Flanders in
the 1960s and 1970s (Flanders 1965, 1970; Martin and Mainfort 1984; Murphy 1986).
Brashler worked extensively at two of these sites in the 1990s (Brashler 1991, Brashler
and Garland 1993, Brashler and Mead 1996). As might be expected based on the numbers
and distributions of surveys along the Grand, the highest numbers of sites have been
recorded in Crockery, Allendale and Tallmadge Townships (Figure 1).

Chronology. The 60 recorded sites span the period of prehistoric occupation of this
region of Michigan with components dating from the earliest Paleo-Indian occupation
beginning at the end of the Pleistocene or early Holocene in the Grand, and continuing
through the historic Native American occupation in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
Some sites have multiple components with 84 different components present on 60 sites.
Some sites could only be dated to “prehistoric” or “historic” (Figure 2).

Only one component dating to the Paleo-Indian period (11,000 to 10,000 BP was
identified due to the presence of a distinctive late Paleo-Indian projectile point. This relative
lack of Paleo-Indian sites is interesting and may be related to several factors. First, Paleo-
Indian sites may be buried under late Pleistocene or early Holocene river sediments.
Second, the settlement pattern of Paleo-Indians in the area may have emphasized interior
hunting as suggested by the Hi-Lo site located in the northeastern portion of the drainage in

the lakes area drained by the Flat River.



Archaeological Site Distribution in the Ottawa County Grand River Greenway Corridor - 4

Archaic sites (10,000 BP -2600 BP or 8,000 BC to 600 BC) are represented by 20
components. Most of these are identified on the basis of diagnostic projectile point forms
observed in surface or avocational collections. Of these, four sites have been identified as
Late Archaic, again based on diagnostic projectiles. Sites consist largely of surface finds,
and are frequently mixed with later components in plow disturbed fields making it difficult
to isolate activities associated with each component. Test excavations at a few sites have
failed to isolate discrete components, or buried Archaic deposits, though very little deep
testing through recent Holocene deposits has been undertaken. Another factor to consider
is the long period of time during the early Holocene encompassed by the Early and Middle
Archaic that the Lake Michigan boarder, and Grand River shorelines were probably much
different than today. The Archaic was a period of considerable change as post-Pleistocene
lake elevations fluctuated due to changing water volumes, isostatic rebound, changing
drainage patterns from the interior and probably other factors. In sum, the Archaic period
in this part of Michigan is very poorly understood.

The Woodland period 600 BC to AD 1650 is represented by 32 components at 25
sites. Of these, ten sites have been test excavated and of the ten, three major excavations
have been conducted during the last 30 years. The Woodland period is ordinarily divided
into three segments, Early (600 BC-100 BC), Middle (100 BC to AD 400) and Late (AD
400 to AD 1650). Though the Late Woodland extends to AD1650 in other portions of
Michigan, no Late Woodland components have been dated later than AD 1300 in this
portion of the Grand. Whether this represents abandonment of this region in the 14th
century, or simply sampling error is unclear at present.

In the Ottawa County Grand River Greenway Corridor, the Early Woodland is
represented by only one component, the Middle Woodland by seven components and the
Late Woodland by 10 components. The best known Woodland sites are the three that have
been systematically excavated including the Spoonville Site, 200T1 (Flanders 1965, 1969,
Brashler 1991); the Zemaitis Site, 200T68 (Flanders 1970, Murphy 1986, Brashler and
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Garland 1993); and the Battle Point Site, 200T4 (Chapman 1992, Brashler 1992). These
sites have produced diagnostic ceramics, lithics, subsistence data and in the case of the
Spoonville and Zemaitis sites, radiocarbon dates that establish the Middle and Late
Woodland chronology of the area. The Zemaitis site is particularly significant in that it is
the only stratified site identified in the study area so far, and indeed, the only stratified site
known in the entire Grand River drainage at this point (Brashler and Mead 1996).

The verylimited analysis of subsistence remains from sites suggests that Woodland
period occupants of this portion of the Grand retained a mobile hunting and gathering
subsistence strategy that presumably characterized the Archaic inhabitants of the area.
However, several burial sites in the area (n=4) suggest that the Grand was possibly thought
of as a home base for groups in the Middle and Late Woodland. Most notable are the
mounds at the Spoonville site, partially excavated by Flanders in the early 1960s (Flanders
1965). Spoonville, dated to the third century AD, produced a unique suite of artifacts made
of copper and exotic cherts, and pottery. This extremely important site is near a series of
multi-component Woodland period sites, one of which was extensively excavated by
Flanders. Other sites in the vicinity have not been excavated. Other Woodland period
burial sites in the area were less systematically excavated and are not as well known.

Historic archaeological sites were divided into two groups for purposes of this
report. Eight sites are historic occupations dating between 1750 and 1850. These
occupations are associated with the fur trade period in Michigan. Some of the sites are
clearly Native American and others are associated with fur trade posts. The occupation of
the Grand by Odawa groups probably occurs not much before 1750 (McClurken 1986,
1988). Of these eight sites, one (200T4) has been extensively excavated (Martin and
Mainfort 1985). This site is extremely vulnerable to vandalism and severe erosion has
resulted in the loss of significant remains.

The other group of six historic archaeological sites date roughly between 1850 and

the early 20th century and are associated with the European settlement, extractive industries
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such as logging, and industrial activities. Of these, four have been excavated. The
Blendon Landing site (200T73) is a 19th century logging community and industrial
complex that has been test excavated (Bajema and Brashler 1997). The other three sites

(200T120, 121, 122) are railroad related or historic refuse sites in Grand Haven.

Discussion and Recommendations

The archaeological resources in the Ottawa County Grand River Greenway corridor
are significant for understanding the prehistory and history of the county but are also
significant at the national level. Two sites, 200T1 and 200T73 are listed on the National
Register of Historical Places and a third site, 200T52, is eligible for listing. A number of
other sites are likely to be eligible. A series of recommendations are given below
regarding archaeological sites in the corridor, but the list is by no means exhaustive.
(1) Conduct new systematic surveys of areas that have not been previously surveyed (i.e.
Grand Haven, Spring Lake, Robinson, and Georgetown Townships). Surveys should
include deep testing strategies where appropriate to identify possible buried sites. Priority
should be given to those areas along the river that are currently being developed.
(2) Seek to preserve sites since they are non-renewable resources. Once sites are
damaged, the information they contain is lost forever. An acceptable alternative to
preserving sites in the face of destruction through development is documentation through
excavation. Landowner cooperation is critical.
(3) Protect sites from vandalism through public education and signing (where appropriate).
Consider acquiring historic easements from private landowners so that the archaeological
value of the site is considered if the property is sold for development.

(4) Consider listing additional sites on the National Register of Historic Places.
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John Halsey, Dean Anderson and Barbara Mead, staff from the Office of the State
Archaeologist, or Dr. Janet Brashler of GVSU (author of this document) can provide

additional information and recommendations about sites in the area.
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Figure 1

Archaeological Sites in the Corridor by Township
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Figure 2
Numbers of Archaeological Components in the Grand
River Ottawa Greenway Zone
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